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Updates from Town Meetings and events
· After legal review the Commission unanimously decided to discontinue the proposed $117,000 Shed and instead erect the shed that was purchased last year. 
· The Commission voted unanimously to discontinue the proposed park for 38th street with an effort to place it on the ballot in May 2013.
· The Commission budgeted and approved $5,000 to begin the repair and aesthetics of the Town Hall’s retaining wall.  (We are doing the work in house in order to save tax payers money). 

· Ms. Vivian Montgomery was promoted from assistant to Official Town Clerk Treasurer

· The Commission approved the hiring of 2 Casual Labor / temporary workers to assist Public Works in times of emergencies and/or exigent circumstances.  (The 2 individuals were previous summer youth workers from Cottage City who will continue to assist public works from time to time when justified). 

Ward 4 Block Party hosted by Commissioner Gary Styles was a great success.  We would like to thank all of our citizens for coming out and participating.

National Night Out:  Hosted by Cottage City Police Department was a huge success with live entertainment, educational activities and lots of fun for all that attended. The Community and our Police department were instrumental in the success of the event. 

Upcoming Events:
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Friday August 24th at 10:00am: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony / opening of the Battle of Bladensburg Visitors Center located in the Bladensburg Waterfront Park, 4601 Annapolis Rd.  The Visitor Center is to educate and welcome visitors about the Battle of Bladensburg that occurred here in the Port Towns which includes Cottage City, between the Americans and the British.  The Americans suffered a devastating loss which allowed the British to invade Washington DC.  As a result of the U.S. loss, many buildings, including the U.S. Capitol and the White House were destroyed and caused the President and many others to flee for their safety.  It was because of this Battle that the Americans forged alliances with other neighboring militias and reunited in Baltimore and ultimately defeated the British. 
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Saturday, Sept 1st, 12pm-4pm: Cottage City Day Party located at 43rd & Bunkerhill Rd. 

Water, Zumba Instruction, Music, Food & Fun.  Please bring your Lawn Chairs, swimwear and dancing shoes.

LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: You too are encouraged to come out and help us celebrate Cottage City Day! We would love to do a personal introduction, and highlight your organization and its services. Please come out and join us for what will be a high profile and wonderful event. 

Saturday, Sept 15th 12pm-8pm 

Port Towns  Day will be held at the Bladensburg Waterfront Park. You are invited to attend our 16th Annual Port Towns Day Extravaganza!  A day filled with fun activities for the entire family, including, two stages of live performances, kids games, senior activities, more than 50 diverse food, craft vendors, DJ’s, and many prize giveaways and much much more!!!
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Wednesday September 19th at 6pm FREE cooking classes for Cottage City and Colmar Manor residents learning to make various types of soups hosted by our master gardener Mark Haskell, will be held at Colmar Manor Town Hall, 3701 Lawrence Street. Please RSVP (301) 277-4920
Thursday, Sept 20th 7pm-8pm Police / Citizens Safety Council Meeting at the Town Hall.  Lesson will be on CPR and First Aid. All Safety Council meetings are held every third Thursday of the month. Please come out and join us.
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Monday, Sept 18th 9am-3pm Education Leads to Employment:   Working with the Town of Colmar Manor we will sponsor a Day Trip to Lincoln Tech for our Youth (who are not currently in school) to explore educational opportunities which will lead to jobs.  Free Bus shuttle on Monday September  18th  9:00am-3pm from Town Hall to Lincoln Tec in Columbia MD. Lincoln Tech offers 1 and 2 year course work and is located in Columbia Maryland and offers 4 fields of study in Culinary, Automotive, Electronics, and HVAC (Heating and Air Conditioning) Please call ASAP (301) 779-2161 to sign up.
Saturday Sept 22nd & Sunday Sept 23rd 10am 2pm Dumpster Day:
We will have Town Dumpster Day. Bring it all to the Town Hall.  Seniors and handicap persons, please call Town Hall to obtain assistance from our Public Works Department, prior to Dumpster Day.  Tires are OK, but no construction materials or paint will be collected.  
What’s going on around us: 
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Victor R. Ramirez  (Your State Senator Representative 47th District ): In August the Maryland General Assembly concluded the special session by passing comprehensive gaming legislation. The bill includes provisions that:

Allows a sixth casino in Maryland which will be located in Prince George’s 
County.  Table games will be permitted in all casinos.  Veteran Organizations will be allowed in certain Counties, including Prince George’s, and will allow up to 5 Lottery machines.  ‘Any person or company that owns more than 5 percent of a casino will be barred from making political contributions;  These measures will be on the Ballot in November for the citizens/voters approval.
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The Shops at Dakota Crossing (for more info Google) is currently being constructed and located just inside the District line off South Dakota Avenue NE and 295. It will house a Costco set to open by Thanksgiving 2012, a Shoppers, Marshalls, Staples and a host of other smaller businesses will come soon after.  As you can see development is moving out our way and we are looking to improve our visual image along Bladensburg Road while continuing our small Town feel.  We will be meeting with Colmar Manor and the State Highway Admin to try and improve the look of our median strips and repair of our roads.    

Town Information
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Cottage City Scholarships

 (2) $1,000 educational scholarships were awarded to our Cottage City residents. The winners were Arie Christina Haye Samuah and Michael David Reid they will receive recognition during Cottage City Day August 25th 

Summer Youth Workers The Commission would like to thank Reverend Addison of the Port Towns Youth for sponsoring our summer worker Andy Alfaro who worked with our Public Works Department Greg Pinkney & Anthony Silver for 6 weeks in keeping up the Town. We would also like to Thank our Police Clerk Tameeka Brinson who had her son Amonte Brinson involved in working along with our Public Works Department as well. They were a big help to us and they in turn had an opportunity to learn some new things as well.
Ward 1 Vacancy: The Commission has selected Anna Angolia to fill the seat for the next 9 months until the next election in May 2013.  Ms. Angolia rejoins the Commission with 16 years of experience and has expressed that she is committed to working with the Commission to continue to move the Town forward in a progressive and positive direction. We look forward to utilizing her knowledge and experience in local government.    
Town LED Sign:  We are still in the process of obtaining bids for an LED lighted sign to be placed in front of Town Hall which will provide you with updated information on Town related meetings, activities and other important information.  The funding for this project is being used from capital grant funds provided by Comcast. 

City Signs (not LED)

We continue to ask for your ideas for a Town Slogan that will be used as our identifying phrase that positively represents Cottage City. The slogan will be placed underneath our upcoming Town signs Gateway to the National Capital.  Please submit your slogan ideas to us.  These signs will be placed at 38th and Cottage Terrace, Bladensburg Rd. and Eastern Ave and Bladensburg Rd. just north of 43rd (prior to bridge).
Comcast is currently offering internet service for $9.95 a month for Low Income Household with children. For more info please go to: http://www.internetessentials.com.
Fire Repair Donation Update (for Ms Brigitte Young): 

A number of residents made donations to assist in the repair of Ms. Brigitte Young resident after it suffered damage by her next door neighbor’s fire.  The electrical permit has been granted and the electrical work has begun, Once that is completed we will begin on the siding. Thanks so much to all that supported our fellow resident.  

Volunteers are needed to assist in our community events such as: Block parties, Cottage City Day, Town Clean Up-Day, etc. Please call Town Hall to Volunteer (301) 779--2161 
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Mosquito Spraying We have an enormous amount of Mosquitoes this summer. The Maryland Department of Agriculture reports it has sprayed 4 times.  We have requested additional spraying.  You may also call Ms. Dorsey direct at (301) 422-5080,.  How often they spray is contingent upon complaints they receive, so please call.  

Seniors Port Towns Bus Shuttle

Available Monday Thru Friday 9am-3pm cost is $1.00 and is limited to a 5-mile radius. Please call a minimum 24 hours in advance to schedule a pick up (301) 277-4920. 
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PETS: Dog owners please be courteous to your fellow neighbors and community by picking up after your pet as well as keeping them on a leash.   

Employment Opportunity

Town of Cottage City is seeking to hire a Full Time Assistant Town Clerk for more information Please go to our website www.cottagecitymd.gov.  Drop off your resume at Town Hall Monday thru Friday 9am-5pm or you may mail them to 3820 40th Avenue, Cottage City, Maryland 20722.  No phone calls please.
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November 26th 1946-June 21st 2012
It is with great sadness to announce the passing of a beloved life long resident, Ms Joan Sago, born and raised here in Cottage City, Maryland, beloved daughter of the late Hamilton R. and Audrey Sago. Ms Sago attended elementary school in Cottage City, where Town Hall is now built and went on to graduate from University of Maryland in accounting where she applied her skills for 38 years in the financial industry. Joan was a very caring and kind spirited person who became an elder and clerk of session at Eastminster Presbyterian Church.  She is survived by a host of friends and family, she will be missed. 
Code Enforcement Concerns:
Trash Pick up is every Tuesday and Friday (except Holidays).  Recycling is every Wednesday.  Bulk Trash is the last Wednesday of the Month August 29th and Sept 26th.

Garbage Containers: Our Town ordinance requires all residents to place their garbage in containers with covered lids.  We ask that you comply to avoid attracting rodents and other animals which are potential health hazards to our residents.  

Indoor furniture: Please do not place indoor furniture (couches etc) outside on your porch this is a violation of our Town ordinance. Indoor furniture creates a place were rodents nest and they spread disease.  

Grants:
Mr. Mosley, Town Grant Writer/Project Manager for Cottage City has begun an initiative to ensure that Cottage City becomes an attractive and livable “green” community. Mr. Mosley is currently working with 11 municipalities in a collaborate effort that will assist in the repair to low-to-moderate income households. Kudos must be given to past and present cottage city commissioners along with the Port Towns Community Development Corporation for their due diligence in taking advantage of Grants and Programs that help in moving Cottage City forward to a greener and more energy efficient community. Cottage City Town Hall leads the way by applying solar panels to its roof and changing it's aging and inefficient HVAC system for a more (MEA Accepted) energy efficient system. With the help of CDBG funding we have replaced broken sidewalks, helping to make our Community a more walkable environment. We have two environmental projects that will help the health of the Anacostia River, one is our Community Rain Garden which we hope will help to filter some of the rain and storm water as it drains today Anacostia River, the other is Permeable Pavers that will surround our parking lot to help with storm water runoff. 
Last but not least, with help from the Weatherization program and MEA we are able to be of assistance to our residents in the area of home repair and rehab. We give thanks to our county and state partners for helping to make Cottage City a more livable community and we look forward to a continuation of this partnership in the future.
Crime Blotter
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As apart of Community Policing we need your assistance to keep the community crime free.  If you have any information that could assist in the closure of these crimes or any others not listed, we ask that you call our office at (301) 927-9225 (not used to request Police service) , stop by or email the Cottage City Police department at www.CottageCityPolice.org. Any information given will be strictly confidential.  For police service of a non-emergency nature, please call 301-352-1200. For emergency calls of a serious nature dial 9-1-1.

A/Sgt Brown has reinitiated our bicycle patrol program and will be sending him to instructor school to train our other Police staff.  We will also be looking to obtain grants for the purchase of Segways for our Officer Police Patrol to compliment our community service efforts.  So if you see them out there stop them and say Hi.  Also, the Cottage City Police Department is conducting Free Residential surveys to protect your home from Theft / Burglary.  Please contact Police admin at (301) 927-9225 to sign up.

Arrest Month of June

Warrant Service Arrest – 6

Disorderly Conduct – 1

Domestic Dispute – 1

Alcohol Violations – 3

Total Arrest – 11

JUNE 2012 CALLS FOR SERVICE
ANIMAL COMPLAINT (BARKING) 2

ANIMAL COMPLAINT (OTHER) 2

ASSIST CITIZEN 2

AUTO THEFT (ATTEMPT) 1

BURGLAR ALARM (COMMERCIAL) 3

BURGLAR ALARM (RESIDENTIAL) 1

CHECK ON THE WELFARE 8

CUSTODY DISPUTE 1

CUSTOMER DISPUTE 1

DISORDERLY SUBJECT(S) 1

DISPUTE BETWEEN PERSONS 1

DOMESTIC DISPUTE 3

DOMESTIC STANDBY 1

FIGHT IN PROGRESS 2

LOST PROPERTY 1

LOUD MUSIC 5

LOUD NOISE 1

PANIC ALARM 7                                                                                                                                                                                                   

STOLEN AUTO (RECOVERED) 1

SUSPICIOUS SUBJECT(S) 7

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 4

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE (OCCUPIED) 2

TAMPERING WITH AUTO 1

THEFT (FROM AUTO) 2

THEFT REPORT 1

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 3

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT (HIT & RUN) 2

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT (INJURIES) 1

TRAFFIC COMPLAINT 5

VANDALISM 1

VANDALISM TO AUTO 1

Total Calls Handled: 125

JUNE BLOTTER: 

Theft – On 6/9/12 @ 37th Ave & Cottage Terrace Officers responded to a report of a theft involving a back pack containing personal items totaling $100.00 were taken from a wooded area during an Anacostia Watershed event. No suspect information at this time.

Theft from Auto – On 6/14/12 @ the 3300 block of Bladensburg Rd Officers responded a report of a theft involving a towing winch & truck exhaust system totaling $3,900.00 were taken from an inoperable tow truck.  No suspect information at this time.

Theft from Auto – On 6/20/12 @ the 3300 block or Bladensburg Rd four vehicle rims and tires totaling $2,100.00 were taken from a car that was parked in the lot over night. No suspect information at this time.

Motor Vehicle Accident (Person Injured) – On 6/13/12 @ the intersection of 40th Ave & Bladensburg Rd Officers responded to a motor vehicle accident with a pedestrian. Pedestrian was transported to the hospital and treated. 

Auto Tampering – On 6/24/12 @ the 3800 block of 37th Ave Officers responded to a report of a vehicle tampering. Vehicle door lock was found stripped. No entry was gained, and no items were taken from the vehicle. No suspect information.  

Theft From Auto – On 6/30/12 @ the 3300 block of Bladensburg Rd Officers responded to a report of a theft from auto. Four vehicle rims with tires and several electronic items totaling $3,050 were taken from the vehicle that was parked on the lot over night. No suspect information at this time.  

July 2012 CALLS FOR SERVICE
AUTO THEFT 2

BURGLAR ALARM (COMMERCIAL) 1

BURGLAR ALARM (RESIDENTIAL) 1

CHECK ON THE WELFARE 9

CUSTOMER DISPUTE 2

DEATH REPORT 1 (Non Criminal)

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY 2

DISORDERLY SUBJECT(S) 5

DISPUTE BETWEEN PERSONS 4

DOMESTIC DISPUTE 4

MISSING PERSON 1

PANIC ALARM 6

SUICIDE (ATTEMPT) 1

THEFT REPORT 2

THREATS COMPLAINT 1

Month of July: No Arrest  

JULY BLOTTER

Auto Theft – 7/11/12, 3800 block of 38th Ave, an unattended vehicle was stolen from a parking lot overnight. Vehicle description is a tan 1998 Toyota Camry. No suspect info, case still opened.
Auto Theft – 7/22/12, 3700 block of 43rd Ave, an unattended vehicle (ATV) was stolen from the yard of the residence overnight. Vehicle description is a green 2005 Kawasaki ATV No suspect info, case still opened. 

AUGUST 2012  CALLS FOR SERVICE
911 HANG UP 1

911 OPEN LINE 1

ASSIST CITIZEN 2

ASSIST FIRE DEPT / EMS 2

ASSIST MOTORIST 1

ASSIST OTHER UNIT (INCIDENT) 1

ASSIST OUTSIDE AGENCY 14

B & E (COMMERCIAL) 1

BURGLAR ALARM (COMMERCIAL) 2

BURGLAR ALARM (RESIDENTIAL) 1

CHECK ON THE WELFARE 4

DISORDERLY SUBJECT(S) 19

DISPUTE BETWEEN PERSONS 3

DOMESTIC DISPUTE 2

FIGHT IN PROGRESS 2

LANDLORD/TENANT DISPUTE 2

MAN WITH GUN 2

OFFICER IN TROUBLE 1

PANIC ALARM 8

SUSPICIOUS SUBJECT(S) 6

SUSPICIOUS SUBJECT(S) (ARMED) 1

THEFT REPORT 5

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT 6

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT (HIT & RUN) 2

TRAFFIC CONTROL 4

UNKNOWN TROUBLE 4

Total Calls Handled: 97
Month of August: No Arrest 

AUGUST BLOTTER

Assault – On 8/2/12 @ the 4100 block of Bunkerhill Rd Officers responded to a report of an assault involving a male and female. Both parties were advised of their rights and separated. 

Vandalism – On 8/7/12 @ the 3300 block of Bladensburg Rd Officers responded to a report of vandalism to a vehicle that was parked on the lot over night. No suspect information at this time.

Theft – On 8/17/12 @ the intersection of 40th Ave & Bladensburg Rd Officers responded to a report of a purse snatching. Suspect was a male wearing tan shirt and tan shorts, last seen running towards northbound Bladensburg Rd. 

Theft – On 8/20/12 @ the 4200 block of Cottage Terrace Officers responded to a report of a theft of a bicycle. The bicycle was taken from the front yard, the bicycle was a orange colored Huffy BMX style bike. No suspect information at this time.
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FEATURED EMPLOYEES
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Ms. Vivian Montgomery

Town of Cottage City Clerk / Treasure

Ms. Montgomery has worked for the Town of Cottage City for the past 3 years.  While initially hired as the Assistant Town Clerk to Mrs. Alice Shannon (our now retired Clerk-Treasurer who served 38 years for the Town). Ms. Montgomery came to us after retiring from the Federal Government after 30 years of service.  She was a fast learner and constantly staying busy with Town business.  Ms. Montgomery has helped the Town through a number of transitions with employees, commissioners, and administrative tasks and continues to be committed as we work forward to make changes to improve Town services. The Town Clerk-Treasure plays a vital role in the day-to-day operations of running our town.   Ensuring that our finances are in order and keeping up with the governmental requirements. 
After serving for the past several months in an acting Town Clerk-Treasurer capacity, last month the Commission asked and she accepted the Official Title as Town Clerk-Treasurer for The Town of Cottage City.  We would like to THANK Ms. Montgomery for all that she does for the Town, her efforts and commitment does not go unnoticed and are greatly appreciated.  
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Mr. Stanley Mosley

Town of Cottage City Grant Writer

Mr. Mosley came to Cottage City four years ago by way of the Legacy internship program from the University of Maryland.  After completing the Legacy program, his internship, and his Residential and Commercial Energy Efficiency Auditor Certification, Cottage City asked Mr. Mosley to serve as Town Grant writer in an effort to obtain grant monies to better serve its citizens.  For example, he has worked passionately to find Weatherization and Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) grants to assist our seniors and low-to-moderate income households to assist in repairs to make their homes more energy efficient. At this time Mr. Mosley has obtained grants totaling more than $650,000.00.


Although hired as a Grant Writer, Mr. Mosley has taken on tasks involving research of various projects initiated by the Commission.. Additionally, Mr. Mosley initiated our Summer Youth Program which was sponsored and paid for by Prince George's County. His present passion is to ensure that our Spanish-speaking residents are also included in community activities and projects. 


We would like to again THANK Mr. Mosley for all that has done and continues to do for the Town of Cottage City.                                                                                                                       
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS





Cottage City Town Hall	(301) 779-2161


Police Dispatch 


(Non Emergency) 		(301) 352-1200


Cottage City Police 


(Admin Office) 			(301) 927-9225


Comcast 			(301) 731-4260


Verizon 			1 (800) 837-4966


Pepco				(202) 872-3432


 Washington Gas 		(703) 750-1000


WSSC (Water main breaks) 	(301) 206-4002


 Dept of Social Services	(301)909-7010


Animal Control 		(301) 499-8300


 Call-A-Bus Transportation (301) 499-8602


Dept of Social Services 	(301) 909-7010


 Energy Assistance 		(301) 909-6300


 Emergency Food Assistance (301)909-6343





ELECTED OFFICIALS / COMMISSIONERS





Chairperson		Phyllis Robinson Ward 3


Governmental Affairs


Vice Chair		Gary Styles Ward 4


Admin & Business


Secretary 		Brigitte Young Ward 2


Recreation


AT-Large		Demetrius Givens


Police & Maintenance 





COTTAGE CITY ADMINISTRATION


Town Clerk 		Vivian Montgomery


Temp Employee 	Phyllis Ramsey


Grant Writer 		Stanley Mosley





PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT


Greg Pinkney & Code Enforcement


Anthony Silver





COTTAGE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT





Sergeant 		D. Young


A/Sergeant 		M. Brown


Private 1st  Class 	D. Leader


Private 1st  Class	J. Powell


Police Clerk		T. Brinson








